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History

1

Cross-promotion

75% of top movie stars paid 

to advertise cigarettes. 

Tobacco companies pay for 

studios’ national advertising.

1920s-1950s 1950-1970 1970-1990s Since 2002

Product placement

After broadcast ads are banned, 

tobacco companies spend millions 

to put smoking and tobacco 

brands in hundreds of movies.

TV sponsorship

Tobacco is a top broadcast advertiser. 

It owns shows or acts as sole sponsor 

for radio and TV series often produced 

by Hollywood studios.

Still smoking

Under public pressure, 

the share of PG-13 

movies with smoking 

falls from 80% (2002) 

to 35% (2016). 
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Cross-promotion

1920s-1950s 1950-1970 1970-1990s…and beyond

Product placement

TV sponsorship
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Cross-promotion

298 ads promoting stars, 

films and studios

$3.7 million paid to 

stars (1937-38 alone)

1920s-1950s 1950-1970 1970-1990s Since 2002

Product placement

600 movies with documented 

tobacco product placement

48% are youth-rated

TV sponsorship

55 tobacco-sponsored TV series (1963) 

70% drop in TV smoking when tobacco 

ads are banned in 1971

Still smoking

1,200 movies with 

smoking

50% are youth-

rated (mostly PG-13)

PARAMOUNT
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Science

2

For nine decades, the tobacco industry 
has bet millions of dollars that movies 
sell smoking.

Now the epidemiology has proven it…
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Strong scientific evidence that seeing smoking 
in the movies promotes teen smoking…
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All else being equal, movies double kids’ risk.
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Population attributable risk: 37%

• Larger than conventional tobacco 
advertising…

• Larger than peer influence…

• Largest stimulus for youth smoking.

Achieving a smokefree society requires    
getting smoking out of kid-rated movies.
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US Surgeon General (2012)

"The evidence is 
sufficient to conclude 
that there is a causal 
relationship between 
depictions of smoking in 
the movies and the 
initiation of smoking 
among young people...”
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The solution:

There is a dose-response effect.
Lower the dose.
Vaccinate kids against the effect.
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Solutions

3

R-rate new smoking movies

Certify no pay-offs

Require strong anti-tobacco spots

Stop identifying tobacco brands

End taxpayer subsidies for
movies with smoking



Smokefree Movies | Solutions 2/3

R-rate new smoking movies

 Producers tailor content to the desired rating, for marketing purposes

 R-rating = fewer movies with tobacco, not more R-rated movies

Cut young people’s exposure in half...

Reduce teen smoking rates by 18 percent…3 Save one million lives in this generation. 

—aimed at film producers, not kids

BENEFITS

 Ratings are owned by the film industry
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Take 
action

4

Movies from these 6 media companies    
deliver           of tobacco exposure. 84%
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Paid advertising

Trade press

Variety

Hollywood Reporter

Opinion leaders

The New York Times

Other placements

Health publications

School publications

Teen Advocacy
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Facts and figures, 
online

smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu

Who’s accountable

Tobacco trends

History and science

Policy solutions

tutd.ucsf.edu

Search on names, titles,

companies, years, ratings,

locations, and more

All updated weekly
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CDC’s annual fact sheet: “Smoking in the Movies”
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CDC fact sheet: August 22, 2014

“Giving an R rating to future movies 
with smoking would be expected to 

reduce the number of teen smokers 

by nearly 1 in 5 (18%) and prevent 
one million deaths from smoking 

among children alive today.”
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To put Hollywood and parent companies on notice:
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Wherever the media companies go, they get the message.
One little letter        will save a million lives.

Los Angeles 
County 
Department 
of Health
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Wherever the media companies go, they get the message.
One little letter        will save a million lives.

Reality Check 
New York
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Wherever the media companies go, they get the message.
One little letter        will save a million lives.

New York 
State Dept. 
of Health
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Wherever the media companies go, they get the message.
One little letter        will save a million lives.

World Health 
Organization: 
Framework 
Convention on 
Tobacco Control, 
Article 13
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Wherever the media companies go, they get the message.
One little letter        will save a million lives.

Hospitals 
in 22 states93

24KAffiliated 
physicians

Trinity Health



We’ll give you the tools you need.
The answers your patients need.
And a proven strategy.
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Health
education
materials

Movie facts
updated

weekly

smokefreemovies.ucsf.edu
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Change over time: Tobacco incidents
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Change over time: Tobacco incidents by film budget
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Change over time: Tobacco impressions by budget



The R-rating 
for smoking 
will prevent
385,000 cancer deaths

375,000 heart and stroke 
deaths

265,000 deaths from 
respiratory disease

in this generation of kids, 
nationwide.

Smokefree Movies | Summary



Save a million lives.We’re half-way home.
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